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War on Terrorism Poses a Threat to Civil Liberties in USA
After the 9/11 incident, every security stakeholder became more concerned with the measures to prevent another 9/11 from happening. As a result, it seems that everyone went and forgot the provisions that protect the civil liberties in the United States. Every discussion regarding security has always been revolving around the intelligence, counterintelligence and how the law enforcement agencies can improve their operations. No one seems to be discussing how these measures are impacting the civil liberty provisions. This essay argues that the war on terrorism poses a significant threat to the civil liberties in the United States because the government continues to use unconstitutional means to fight terrorism which infringes the civil liberty provisions. 
First, the war on terrorism poses a threat to the civil liberties mainly because it involves unconstitutional means or methods, which go against the civil liberties of the citizens. As Liptak (2011) explains, the U.S government has been accused in the recent past of engaging in unconstitutional methods of interrogations, especially the Detentions at Guantanamo Bay. The American government held people without formally charging them for more than a decade while they are exposed to brutal interrogations, which goes against the international agreements on inhumane treatments and the Fourth Amendment in the U.S Constitution (Liptak, 2011). 
The war on terrorism continues to affect the civil liberty provisions in fundamental ways. According to Rosenzweig and Scardaville (2003), the breach against the civil liberties perpetrated by the government through the law enforcement agencies is irresolvable as the government has failed to balance between protecting the civil liberties and the maintenance of the security and preventing another 9/11 from happening. The American constitution has limited the powers of the government while protecting the civil liberties. As Rosenzweig and Scardaville (2003) explain, there are other ways that the government can protect the civil liberties while improving security without coming in conflict with the civil right groups and other organizations that see that it is infringing the civil liberties of the American citizens. It is obvious that the government has a responsibility to protect its people from internal and external terrorist threats and attacks, but this does not mean that every attempt that it might take is towards infringing the rights of the citizens or going beyond the constitutional limits of its powers. The government continues to use methods that are exposed to less judicial reviews such as increased surveillance system, which further poses a threat to civil liberties more. 
Therefore, from the above discussion, the government may have good intention to protect its people against both domestic and external threats, but this should be done appropriately and adequately that protects the civil liberties provided in the U.S Constitution and international agreements on human rights. However, the methods employed by the government to prevent crime at the expense of the civil liberties should not be accepted. America is a country known for democracy and the methods it employs to fight or prevent terrorism which includes unlawful detentions, rendition, and mass surveillance programs appear to be diluting its liberal stance.
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